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Personal information 

 

  SORIN GOG 
   
 
  sorin.gog@ubbcluj.ro 
  Faculty of Sociology and Social Work, B-dul 21 Dec. 1989, No. 128 
  Cluj-Napoca 400604, Romania 
 
Workplace 

 
  BABEŞ-BOLYAI UNIVERSITY 
  Faculty of Sociology and Social Work 
 
Academic  

 
 
2012 – present Babes - Bolyai University, Cluj-Napoca 
  Lecturer in Sociology and Anthropology  
 
2007 – 2012 Babes - Bolyai University, Cluj-Napoca 
  Assistant Lecturer 
 
2004 - 2011 Babes - Bolyai University, Cluj-Napoca 
  PhD in Sociology with a thesis on “Religious and secular identities in post-socialist 

Romania” 
 
July, 2004 Babes - Bolyai University, Cluj-Napoca 

MA in Sociology, Faculty of Sociology and Social Work, Department of Sociology  
 
                                        
 

International Research Scholarships 

 
March 2021 – Jul. 2021   Centre for Advanced Study Sofia 
  Topic of research: Psychotherapy, spirituality and the inner self: post-secular  
  subjectivities among the Romanian middle class 

 
Sept. 2013 – Jul. 2014 Helsinki Collegium for Advanced Studies 
  Topic of research: Marginality, bio-politics and the neo-liberal disempowerment of 
  Roma: religious conversions to Pentecostalism and emerging narratives of social  
  identity. 
 
Feb. 2013 – Jun. 2013 CEU IAS – Central European University's Institute for Advanced Study  

Topic of research: Second Class Citizenship in an EU Country: Marginalized Rroma 
and the Pentecostal Politics of Identity 
 

Oct. 2011 – Jun. 2012 NEC – New Europe College, Bucharest, Romania 

mailto:sorin.gog@ubbcluj.ro
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Topic of research: After Atheism: Post-communist Romania and the Issue of  
Emergent European Secularization 

 
Jan. 2010 – Jul. 2010 IWM - Institute for Human Sciences, Vienna, Austria 
   Topic of research: The Europeanisation of Eastern Christianity: Secularization in  

Post-socialist Romania and Bulgaria 
 
Jan. 2008 – May 2008 Max Planck Institute for Social Anthropology, Halle-Saale, Germany  

Topic of research: The politics of after life. Religious Conversion among  

  Lipovanians in Romania 

 
Oct. 2006 - Feb. 2007 Fribourg University, Switzerland 

Topic of research: Religious conversion in Post-socialist Romania 

    
Jan. 2005 - Apr. 2005 Fribourg University, Switzerland 
                                   Erasmus Research Scholarship 
                                   Topic of research: The Secularization Debate. The Case of Post-socialist Romania 
 

Research Grants 

 
2020-2023                   National Scientific Research Council, Romania 

• Title of Research Grant: : Formarea claselor sociale și reurbanizare prin dezvoltare 
imobiliară într-o periferie estică a capitalismului global (Senior Researcher) 

 
 
2020-2023                   EEA and Norway Grants 

• Title of Research Grant: Precarious labor and peripheral housing. The socio-economic 
practices of Romanian Roma in the context of changing industrial relations and uneven 
territorial development (Senior Researcher) 

 
 
2015-2017                    National Scientific Research Council, Romania 

• Title of Research Grant: Alternative forms of religiosity, personal development and neo-
liberal technologies of production of the self: work and spirituality in Romania" funded 
by National Scientific Research Council and the Agency for Higher Education, 
Research, Development and Innovation. (Principal Investigator - 460.561 RON ~ 
102.190 Euro) 

 
2014-2015 Erste Foundation for Social Research, Viena, Austria 

• “European Union and the ethno-political construction of Roma Diaspora: human rights, 
citizenship and social inclusion international" funded by Erste Foundation for Social 
Research (Principal Investigator - 12000 Euros) 

 

 

International Programs 

 
2012                               Ilia State University, Tbilisi, Georgia 

• Regional Mentor for the research project „The Role of the Orthodox Church in the 
Formation of Georgian National Identity” at Ilia State University, Tbilisi, Georgia on 
behalf of Academic Swiss Caucasus Net (ASCN), University of Fribourg / Interfaculty 
Institute for Central and Eastern Europe (IICEE) 

 
2008-2009                    Central European University, Budapest, Hungary 

• Grant Award by Curriculum Resource Centre, CEU, for the development of a new 
course called “Religious and Secular Identities among the Roma in post-socialist 
Romania”. 
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September, 2005 Hamburg, Germany 

• EU-Intensive Program 

• Borderlines in Urban Spaces and Planning 
 
2004 - 2006 Cluj-Napoca, Romania 

• Project Manager Assistant for the “Teaching Anthropology Means and Meanings”. 

• Program organized by the Research Centre on Interethnic Relations (CCRIT) and the 
Sociology Department of “Babes-Bolyai” University, Cluj-Napoca in collaboration with 
the Higher Education Support Program of the Open Society Institute. 

 
November 2004 Central European University, Budapest, Hungary 

• Participant in the Curriculum Development Session offered by the Curriculum 
Development Program 

 
 
 

International Conferences and Workshops 

 
 
 
August, 2024   Cluj-Napoca, Romania  

• From Socialism to Capitalism and back: The Political Economy of Roma Unskilled 
Labor in Romania  

• Paper presented at the " Historical Materialism. Polycrisis across divides’, Babes-
Bolyai University, Cluj-Napoca 
 

October, 2023   Cluj-Napoca, Romania & Vienna, Austria 

• De-industrialization and the capitalist production of precarious populations in Romania 
(online presentation) 

• Paper presented at the "Exploring Racial Capitalism: Critical Romani Studies in 
Central and Eastern Europe, Babes-Bolyai University, Cluj-Napoca 

 
September, 2023  Linz, Austria 

• De-industrialization and the formation of precarious populations: how did ghettos 
become an important resource for capitalist re-industrialization? (online presentation) 

• Paper presented at the 58th ITH Conference organized by the International 
Conference of Labour and Social History (ITH), Linz 

 
May, 2023  Zurich, Switzerland 

• On the ruins of socialist industries: capitalist accumulation through urban regeneration 
and entrepreneurial governance in real estate projects from Romania (together with 
Eniko Vincze) 

• Paper presented at the INURA Conference “The Right to the Planet – Reconsider the 
Urban Question”, Zurich and Salecina, Switzerland 
 

March, 2023  Cluj Napoca, Romania 

• De la orașul de foc la orașul butic: investiții de capital trans-național în fostele 
platforme industriale siderurgice (online presentation) 

• Paper presented at the " Transformări capitaliste în România: dezvoltare inegală și 
decalaje sociale” 

 
September, 2022  Bucharest, Romania  

• The Eastward Expansion of EU and the Impact of the Single European Market on 
mining and furniture industries in Romania (online presentation) 

• Paper presented at the " Interregnum Europe: Crisis, War and Alternative Futures 
International Conference on Alternative Models for European Integration, Bucharest 

 
August, 2022   Bucharest, Romania 

• At the Margins of Industrial Cities: A Comparison Between Socialist And Post-Socialist 
Integration of Low-Skilled Workers In Romania (online presentation) 

• Paper presented at the " Vi-International European Conference on Interdisciplinary 
Scientific Research, Bucharest 

 
December, 2021  Bergen, Norway  
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• A surplus population? The making of a racialized (non) working class in a former 
Romanian mining district (toghether with Eniko Vincze, online presentation) 

• Paper presented at the " Rethinking Surplus Populations: Theory from the Peripheries, 
University of Bergen, Oslo, Norway” 

 
May, 2021  Cluj Napoca, Romania  

• Psychology, work and the new capitalist therapeutic cultures in contemporary 
Romania (online presentation) 

• Paper presented at the "Thirty Years of Capitalist Transformations in Central and 
Eastern Europe: Inequalities and Social Resistance’ organized by the Institute of 
Social Solidarity and Babes-Bolyai University 

 
November, 2019  Bucharest Romania 

• Enhancing the Inner Self: An Anthropology of Entrepreneurial Middle Class 
Subjectivities in Contemporary Romania. 

• Paper presented at the "New Europe College” organized by GARD (The Group for 
Anthropological Research and Debates) 

 
May, 2018   Bucharest Romania 

• Neo-liberal subjectivities and the new spirit of capitalism: attitudes toward work within 
personal and spiritual development programs in contemporary Romania. 

• Paper presented at the "Rethinking the Future Of Work: Competing Perspectives and 
Methodological Challenges" organized by Institute of Research University of 
Bucharest/ICUB, Social Science Division 

 
 
March, 2018   Budapest, Hungary 

• From Meister Eckhart to Eckhart Tolle: Anthropologies of Neo-liberal Spiritualities and 
the Religious Genealogy of the Inner Power of the Self 

• Paper presented at the "Lived Catholicism from the Balkans to the Baltics" Conferece 
organized by Pázmány Péter Catholic University 

 
September, 2017  Cluj-Napoca, Romania 

• Neo-liberal subjectivities and the emergence of spiritual entrepreneurship: an analysis 
of  personal and spiritual development programs at the periphery of European Union  

• Paper presented at the "The New Subjectivities of Global Capitalism: Spirituality, 
Personal Development and the World of Work" Conferece, organized by Babes-Bolyai 
University 

 
 
February, 2017   New Delhi, India 

• Global spiritualities and digital media: the transformation of religious knowledge and 
practices in post-socialist settings  

• Paper presented at the "Globalization, New Communication Technologies and Social 
Transformation: Strategies for the Future" Conferece organized by ISS RC 14- Culture 
and Communication in active partnership of Vivekananda Institute of Professional 
Studies 
 

July, 2016   Milano, Italy 

• The spirit of neo-liberal education: the embedding of competitiveness in higher 
education at the periphery of European Union  

• Paper presented at the 'Anthropological legacies and human futures' 14th Biennial 
Conference of the European Association of Social Anthropologists, Department of 
Sociology and Social Research, University of Milano-Bicocca 
 

June, 2016  Cork, Republic of Ireland 

• National Religious Identities, Democratization and the Issue of Religious Governance 
in the European Union 

• Paper presented at the Fifth Annual Conference – Religion and Revolution, organized 
by The Irish Society for the Academic Study of  Religions, University College Cork 
 

May, 2016   Beijing, China 

• Religion and inter-generational values: the emergence of alternative forms of 
spiritualities in post-socialist families. 
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• Paper presented at the Social Change and Family Developments conference 
organized by the Institute of Sociology from Chinese Academy of Social Sciences 
(CASS) in Cooperation with ISA RCO6 

 
September, 2015  Chicago, USA 

• Social housing at the periphery of European Union: the neo-liberal genealogy of 
Roma/Gypsy ghettos  

• Paper presented at the ‘Housing in an Unequal World’ Conference organised by 
International Sociological Association, Research Committee 43, Univerisity of Illinois, 
Chicago 
 

July, 2015   Zagreb, Croatia 

• EU enlargement, neo-liberalism and advanced forms of marginality: the construction of 

a trans-national Roma Diaspora 

• Paper presented at the ‘Utopias, Realities, Heritages. Ethnographies for the 21st 
century’ conference organised by International Society for Ethnology and Folklore 
(SIEF) 

 
March, 2015   Helsinki, Finland 

• The Politics of Non-Belonging: Roma at the margins of European Union 

• Paper presented at the Mediating Belonging – Re-thinking Social Theory Today 
Symposium organised by Helsinki Collegium for Advanced Studies 

 
July, 2014   Cluj-Napoca, Romania 

• Ghetto formation and religious resistance among the Roma 

• Paper presented at the Remaking The Social. New Risks And Solidarities - 11th 
Annual Conference of the Romanian Society for Social and Cultural Anthropology 
(SASC) 
 

July, 2014   EASA, Tallin, Estonia 

• Genealogies of spiritual empowerment: Roma communities facing the neo-liberal 
ghettoization of poverty 

• European Association of Social Anthropologists biennial conference: Collaboration, 
Intimacy & Revolution 
 

 
June, 2014   BGHS, Bielefeld, Germany 

• The post-communist transition and the “Europeanization” of social inequality: the neo-
liberal peripherialization of Roma in CEE countries. 

• 6th Annual Seminar of the Bielefeld Graduate School in History and Sociology (BGHS) 
- A New 'Social Question' or 'Crisis as Usual'? Historical and Sociological Perspectives 
on Inequalities 

 
May, 2014   JASCA, Tokio, Japan 

• The post-communist ghetto and underclass formations in Romania: (re)producing 
marginality and strategies of survival among Roma 

• The International Union of Anthropological and Ethnological Sciences – “The Future 
with/of Anthropologies” 

 
March, 2014   London School of Economics, UK 

• Advanced forms of marginality and emerging mechanisms of exclusion of Roma 
communities from Romania 

• Second Conference of the LSEE Research Network on Social Cohesion  “Post-crisis 
recovery in South Eastern Europe: policy challenges for social and economic 
inclusion”, 27-28 March 2014 
 

November, 2013   Université d Evry, Evry, France 

• Marginality, bio-politics and the never-ending transition: the neo-liberal 
disempowerment of Roma in Eastern Europe 

• Paper presented Central and Eastern Europe: Work, Employment and Societies 
between Transition and Change organized by Université d Evry, France 
 

September, 2013  The University of Strathclyde, Glasgow, UK 

• ‘Bio-Politics and the Neo-Liberal Exclusion of Roma: Resistance and Community-
Building among the Evangelicals from Romania’ 
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• Paper presented The Gypsy Lore Society (GLS) Annual International Conference in 
Romani, Gypsy and Traveller Studies 

 
 

February, 2013   Miami University, The Havighurst Center for Russian & Post-Soviet Studies,  

• Secularization within Contemporary Orthodox Cultures: Eastern Christianity facing the 
Post-Communist Transformations 

• Paper presented at the 12th Annual International Young Researchers Conference 
“Orthodox Christianity in Russia and Eastern Europe: Historical and Contemporary 
Perspectives”  

 
November, 2012  Fribourg University, Switzerland 

• Pluralism and the Secularization of Death: Ethnic and Religious Minorities in post-

communist Romania  

• Paper presented at the “Issues of Cultural Diversity in Eastern Europe” conference 
organized by Fribourg University 

 
February, 2012   Ilia State University, Tbilisi, Georgia 

• Theories of secularization and the issue of emergent post-communist religious and 
secular identites 

• Guest Lecture at Ilia State University, Tbilisi, Georgia 
 
 
September, 2011  Katholieke Universiteit Leuven, Belgium 

• Orthodox Christianity and the Issue of Secularization: European Union and the 
Expansion towards East 

• Paper presented at the Orthodox Christian Tradition and the Integration of Europe 
Conference, Leuwen, Belgium organized by The Nijmegen Institute of Eastern 
Christian Studies, Netherlands 

 
December, 2010  Cluj-Napoca, Romania 

• Religious and Secular Meanings of Death among the Lipovenians from Romania. 

• Paper presented at the Remaking The Social. New Risks And Solidarities - The First 
International Conference of the Society of Sociologists from Romania 

 
September, 2010  Fribourg University, Switzerland 

• Western religions and new modes of social embodiment in post-communist settings. 

• Paper presented at the “Does West goes East? The Future of Anthropology of 
Postsocialist Societies” - Festschrift Conference in honour of Christiano Giordano. 

 
July, 2010  Budapest, Hungary 

• The New Heavenly Citizenship: Gypsiness and the Pentecostal politics of identity.  

• Paper presented at the “Emerging Social Structures and New Anthropologies” 
Conference organized by University College London, Central European University, 
Goldsmiths, University of London, Max Planck Institute for Social Anthropology, 
Babes-Bolyai University. The Confernce took place in Budapest, Hungary.  

 
June, 2010  Vienna, Austria 

• Religious education as a counter-secularization strategy in contemporary Romania 

• Paper presented at the “Modernities Revisited: Boundaries And Representations” 
Conference organized by the Institut für die Wissenschaften vom Menschen, Vienna, 
Austria 

 
June, 2008  Budapest, Hungary 

• “It would’ve been better for him not to be born at all”: religious conversion and dying in 
a post-socialist Lipovenian village  

• Paper presented at the “Framing Struggles: Critical Approaches To Anthropology And 
Sociology” Conference organized by Central European University, Budapest, Hungary.  

 
Septembrie, 2007 Iasi, Romania  

• Religie şi strategii identitare la populaţia de etnie romă 

• Paper presented at the Simpozionul Internaţional Români majoritari / români 
minoritari: interferenţe şi coabitări lingvistice, literare şi etnologice, Institutul de 
Filologie Română „A. Philippide” 

 
July, 2007  Leipzig, Germany 
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• The institutionalization of confessional education: religious values in the neo-
protestant education system 

• Paper presented at the “Secularity and Religious Vitality” Conference, organized by 
International Society for the Sociology of Religion, Leipzig Germany 

 
March, 2007  Indiana University, Bloomington, USA 

• “Religion in post-socialist Romania.  Europeanizing traditional religious mentalities” 

• Paper presented at the “Hour of Romania” Conference, organized by Indiana 
University, Bloomington, USA 

 
January, 2007 Fribourg University, Switzerland 

• “Post-Socialist and Religious Change. Religious Conversion among Rroma in Post-
socialist  Romania” 

• Paper presented at Fribourg University, Switzerland 
 
June, 2006 Bucharest, Romania 

• “The individualization of religious experience and the erosion of the eclesial functions 
in post-socialist Romania” 

• Paper presented at the Conference “Churches and Politics in 20th Century Romania”, 
Organized by the Institutul de Cercetari Politice, Bucharest  

 
December, 2004 Budapest, Hungary 

• “Patterns of secularization in Post-socialist Romania” 

• Paper presented at the Conference “15 Years After”, Budapest, ISORECEA 
(International  Study of Religion in Central and Eastern European Association) 

 
 
 

Presentationts at Institutes of Advanced Studies 

 
 
 
April, 2021   Centre for Advanced Study Sofia, Bulgaria 

• Psychotherapy, Spirituality and the Inner Self: Post-Secular Subjectivities among the 
Romanian Middle Class. 

• Paper presented at the Fellow Seminar organized by Centre for Advanced Study Sofia 
 

May, 2014   Helsinki Collegium For Advanced Studies, Helsinki, Finland  

• Marginality, bio-politics and the neo-liberal disempowerment of Roma: religious 
conversions to Pentecostalism and emerging narratives of social identity. 

• Paper presented at the Brown Bag Seminars organized by Helsinki Collegium For 
Advanced Studies 

 
May, 2013   CEU-IAS, Budapest, Hungary  

• Second Class Citizenship in an EU Country: Marginalized Rroma and the Pentecostal 
Politics of Identity  

• Paper presented at Central European University's Institute for Advanced Study  
 
November, 2011  New Europe College, Bucharest, Romania 

• After Atheism: Post-communist Romania and the Issue of Emergent European 
Secularization 

• Paper presented at Fellows Seminar as part of 10 months research grant at New 
Europe College, Bucharest Romania  

 
May, 2010  Vienna, Austria 

• The Europeanisation of Eastern Christianity: Secularisation in Post-Socialist Romania 
and Bulgaria,  

• Paper presented at the “Seminar: Faces of Eastern Europe” at the Institut für die 
Wissenschaften vom Menschen, Vienna, Austria 

 
March, 2008  Halle, Germany  

• The Politics of After-life: Cemeteries and Dying in a Multi-religious Village from the 
Danube Delta 

• Paper presented at the Werkstatt Ethnologie, organized by Max-Planck Institute for 
Social Anthropology, Halle/ Saale, Germany 
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Teaching Activity 

 
From 2009 – present:   Courses: Mobilisation of Secular and Religious Identities among Roma in post-socialist 
Romania, Symbolic Anthropology, Socio-Anthropology of Religion, Contemporary Perspectives in Anthropology, 
Contemporary Social Theories, Sociological and Anthropological Paradigms of secularization, Capitalist 
subjectivities: personal and spiritual development programs 
 
From 2006 to 2009:   Seminars:  Methodology of Social Research, Introduction in Sociology, Social Theory, 
History of modern anthropological thinking, Classical Sociological Theories, Modern Sociological Theories 
 
 

Organizations 

 
 
2016   Member of ISA (RC06 and RC43) 

(European International Sociological Association) 
 
2015   Member of SIEF 

(International Society for Ethnology and Folklore) 
  
2014   Member of EASA  

(European Association of Social Anthropologists) 
 
2014   Member of IUAS  

(The International Union of Anthropological and Ethnological Sciences) 
 
2007    Member of ISSR  

(International Society for the Sociology of Religion) 
 
2004  Member of ISORECEA 
  (International Study of Religion in Central and Eastern European Association) 

 
 
 
 

 

Native language Romanian  

  

Other languages UNDERSTANDING  SPEAKING  WRITING  

Listening Reading  Conversaton  Oral discourse   

ENGLEZĂ Advanced  Advanced Advanced Advanced Advanced 

  

GERMANĂ Advanced Advanced Advanced Advanced Advanced 

 Deutsches Sprachdiplom, 1998 

 

 

 

 

Niveluri: A1/2: Utilizator elementar - B1/2: Utilizator independent - C1/2: Utilizator experimentat  
Cadrul european comun de referinţă pentru limbi străine  
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