[image: image1.jpg]International Education Center
‘7"" GEORGIA Campus Box 49

Milledgeville, Georgia 31061-0490
‘ COLLEGE Phone (478) 445-4789
|IIIIIIIIII|| & STATE UNIVERSITY Fax (478) 445-2623

Georgia’s Public Liberal Arts University




International Exchange Student Information and Application Forms
Dear Prospective Exchange Student:

Thank you for your interest in Georgia College! This packet will provide you with information and application materials for an unforgettable learning experience at Georgia College. Please complete and return all documents to me at the address in this letterhead.

Let me tell you about Georgia College, what you may expect in applying for exchange student admission for one or two semesters, and what you may expect after you arrive here to study. If you have questions, please talk to your university’s exchange coordinator, consult our web pages at http://www.gcsu.edu or contact me at dwight.call@gcsu.edu.

About Georgia College and Milledgeville
Founded in 1889, Georgia College has seen many changes over the past century. As Georgia’s Public Liberal Arts University, Georgia College offers 37 undergraduate majors and more than 30 graduate programs. Each student has the opportunity to explore individual interests by enrolling in courses from many disciplines while earning a degree. Georgia College has four divisions: the Colleges of Arts and Sciences, Business, Education, and Health Sciences, and the new library is the largest, most state-of-the-art in the area with room for 200,000 volumes, study rooms, computer labs and a cyber cafe. Georgia College is an innovator in electronic education in the State of Georgia. The full-time faculty of more than 300 allow for a student-teacher ratio of about 17:1. Georgia College operates on a semester system with each semester of instruction lasting 15 weeks. Fall semester begins in mid-August with exams concluding in mid-December, and spring semester starts the first week in January with exams finishing the first week in May.
 The school population of 6,500 men and women includes 100+ international students from more than 45 countries, who are a vital part of the University and the community. 

Georgia College is located on a large tree-filled central square in downtown Milledgeville, a town with a population of about 20,000, which was the capital of Georgia until 1868. Located about 90 miles southeast of Atlanta and 40 miles northeast of Macon, the campus can easily be reached (in less than two hours) by automobile from Hartsfield-Jackson International Airport in Atlanta. Both Atlanta and Macon offer shopping, entertainment and other activities on a more cosmopolitan level than you will find in Milledgeville. 

The climate in middle Georgia is pleasant and permits enjoyment of outdoor activities year-round. During the summer season, it is hot and humid with temperatures ranging from 27° C (80° F) to 40° C (104° F). Winter temperatures range from -3° C (28° F) to 16° C (60° F). The sun shines almost every day of the year, although rain showers are frequent during spring and summer afternoons. The weather is ideal for studying or playing on the spacious main campus lawns, enjoying one of the many athletic and outdoor areas, taking a trip to nearby Lake Sinclair to boat or fish, or just marveling at the beauty of Georgia College and its surroundings.  

Some of the classroom buildings date from the early 1900’s and others have been built or completely renovated within the past 15 years, yet all are equipped with up to date technology and equipment. With wide porches and stately columns, an atmosphere of quiet dignity surrounds the relaxed social settings of the University. The modern residence halls, main campus classrooms and dining facility are all within easy walking distance, and to walk anywhere on campus takes no more than ten minutes. With no local public transportation in the Milledgeville area, students rely on each other, friends and taxis for private transportation. The university shuttle travels between the main campus, modern apartments at the village, and the nearby shopping mall.
A small campus builds a feeling of closeness among faculty, staff and students. There are many weekend activities planned through the International Club (comprised of both U.S. and international members) and other campus organizations to provide a pleasant break from the rigor of studies. Just a few of the activities which the international students regularly enjoy are trips to nearby historic and scenic parts of the state and region during breaks; music, theatre and sports events; visits with U.S. host families; and weekend parties and picnics.The world-famous “Southern hospitality” is shown in abundance in Milledgeville, enabling international students to make friends with U.S. faculty and students. The closely-knit international student community is an important part of the fabric of Georgia College as it actively shares its knowledge of the world with other students and members of the larger community.

Admission Information
The U.S. Department of Homeland Security will issue J-1 (exchange visitor) visas to students who are admitted to Georgia College under the terms of an exchange agreement and who present the required documentation to a U.S. Consulate. The student also shows documentation to the immigration officer at his or her U.S. port-of-entry. To be considered for admission as an exchange student, you must submit the items listed on the enclosed “Application Checklist” to the exchange coordinator at your home campus. That person will forward materials to me. We recommend that you complete all requirements for admission by March 1 for fall semester and October 1 for spring semester so that we’re able to register you for classes that fit your interest and program of study while those classes are still available and so that we have time to send your DS-2019 Certificate of Eligibility (with which you apply for a J-1 visa). You also need time to meet with U. S. Consulate Officers and make travel arrangements.
Financial Information
Exchange students continue enrollment in their degree programs at their home universities for the one or two semesters they are at Georgia College. You will not pay tuition or fees (except the $68 technology fee) to Georgia College for the courses you take. However, you will pay for books and supplies, room and board, medical insurance and miscellaneous other expenses. Full payment for the semester is expected at the beginning of each semester. You should bring enough funds in U.S. dollars to cover at least the full amount of one semester’s expenses. If you will be studying at Georgia College for more than one semester, you will need to bring funding to cover the entire period or make arrangements for the transfer of funds to cover subsequent semesters of study in ample time to meet the payment deadlines.

Exchange students must also maintain adequate health insurance coverage while they are in the U.S. You will be required to purchase the Georgia College group insurance plan, the only exception being if you are a government-sponsored and insured student. The cost of our insurance will be approximately $600 per semester. If you are government-sponsored, you must submit before the exchange begins a copy of the policy for the entire period of the exchange, and the coverage must meet the U.S. State Department requirement.

Notification of Admission Status             

The Georgia College International Education Center will notify exchange students of their acceptance to Georgia College and work with them upon their arrival. After we receive all documents indicated on the “Application Checklist,” we will make an admission decision. Admission is contingent upon a scholastic standing that reasonably assures your success at Georgia College, a level of proficiency in English that will enable you to function effectively in the classroom, and evidence of adequate financial resources, as well as the recommendation of your home university exchange coordinator. Applicants admitted as exchange students will be mailed an acceptance letter, a DS-2019 Certificate of Eligibility, Residence Hall information and pre-arrival information regarding Georgia College’s orientation.

Studying in the U.S. as an International Student
International students are permitted to study in the U.S. if they meet certain Immigration requirements. A J-1 visa to enter the U.S. as an exchange student is issued only to students who have been admitted for a full course of study under the exchange agreement and who also meet other Immigration regulations and requirements. For example, students need to show proof of assured financial support for the entire period that they will be in the United States and the intent of returning to their home country once studies are completed.
While in the U.S. you must comply with Immigration requirements and regulations in order to maintain J-1 student status. Among other requirements, you must register at the institution which issued the DS-2019 Form used to enter the U.S. and take a full course of study each semester as approved by both your home institution and Georgia College. A minimum full course of study is normally 12 credit hours (or four courses) for undergraduate students and 9 credit hours (or three courses) for graduate students. Many undergraduate students take 15 credit hours, and some graduate students take 12 credit hours. The International Education Center will familiarize you with these and other Immigration regulations upon your arrival at Georgia College.

Living at Georgia College as an International Student

Georgia College maintains seven residence halls which house more than 2,000 students on the main campus while classes are in session. The halls offer a variety of accommodations to meet the preferences of the student population. Most of the rooms are designed for two-person occupancy with bath facilities shared with an adjoining room, and roommates are encouraged to personalize their living spaces. Many of the programs are conducted in the residence halls. Most students who reside in the residence halls take their meals in the Student Union Dining Facility according to one of a variety of meal plan options. In addition, the university has six halls with apartment-style living at The Village at West Campus. Most apartments house four students, each with his or her own bedroom, and have common kitchen and living room facilities. Most students who live in apartments do much of their own cooking. International students are encouraged to live on campus to enhance their university experience. Some international students live off campus near the university. One of the most exciting living options is Casa Mondo, the International House, in which U. S. and international students are paired as roommates and various internationally focused programs are planned. You will receive the Residence Hall Reservation Form after acceptance. Living on campus is an important aspect of U.S. university life, and living in close proximity to U.S. students enables a two-way exchange of culture. Upon acceptance to Georgia College you will be sent specific information about residence hall and apartment options together with a housing application to reserve a residence hall room.
Georgia College also maintains a 24-hour Department of Public Safety to ensure the physical safety of our students. The International Education Center works closely with the staff of public safety, residence life and the dining facility on issues of particular interest and importance to international students. Every effort is made to make living on campus an enjoyable experience.  

We look forward to receiving your application and to welcoming you to Georgia College.

Sincerely,
Dwight Call
Assistant Vice President for International Education
� Tentatively, fall semester 2011 international students must arrive in Milledgeville by August 9 at the latest for International Orientation, which begins August 10, and spring semester 2012 students by January 4 at the latest for orientation, which begins January 5. Fall semester exams finish December 9, and spring semester exams finish May 6.
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