On behalf of the Center for International Education, welcome to Columbus State University! Below you will find important information that will assist you in planning and preparing to travel and study at CSU. Please read all of the information thoroughly and feel free to contact me if you have any questions or concerns.  My contact information is listed at the end of this letter.

1. MANDATORY ORIENTATION: 
· On Thursday and Friday, August 11th and 12th there will be a mandatory orientation for international students only at the Center for International Education (CIE). The orientation will begin at 9:00 A.M. in the International House located at Clearview Circle and University Avenue (see campus map). This orientation will provide vital information for international students about issues such as visa regulations, health insurance, campus information and will answer questions on how to adjust to your new surroundings. All International Students are required to attend both days! There will be a hold placed on your record and you will not be able to register for classes if you do not attend this orientation. Please go to this link to register for International student Orientation: http://international.columbusstate.edu/
and click on “Register for Orientation”
2. TRAVELING TO COLUMBUS: 

· When to Arrive? You will want to plan to arrive at CSU in Columbus, Georgia no later than August 8 for the Spring Semester, so that you will have a chance to meet with your academic advisor and be ready to register for classes on and attend the mandatory International Student Orientation.
· Flying and coming to Columbus: You should arrange to fly into the Atlanta-Hartsfield Jackson International Airport by August 8, 2011 or before (Atlanta is approximately 90 miles north of Columbus). Once there, you will find a shuttle service called Columbus Groome Transportation. This shuttles usually runs every hour to Columbus and can be located at the Ground Transportation area outside the airport’s baggage claim (you will follow the signs to the non-metro shuttle area). You can find out more information about this shuttle service by calling 1-800-584-6735 or visiting their website at http://www.groometransportation.com/columbus_ftbenning.htm
3.  ACADEMIC CALENDAR:

· Please be advised that in U.S. higher education, professors expect students to adhere to the semester start and end dates. CSU’s Fall 2011 semester begins Monday, August 15, 2011 and lasts through final exams ending December 14, 2011.  Please do not make any plans to travel home for the break before December 15, 2011. You can learn more about the Fall 2011 academic calendar by going to http://academics.columbusstate.edu/calendars/2011-2012.php#fall
4.  ROOM & BOARD:

· If you have not yet secured on-campus housing arrangements please visit http://life.columbusstate.edu/ to apply for housing and    http://life.columbusstate.edu/pricing.php to learn about the housing options available to you and their pricing.  You may also contact Liza Smith, who is the assignments coordinator for Residence Life at CSU and she can help you reserve a room and answer any questions you might have. You can e-mail Liza at smith_liza@columbusstate.edu, or call her at 706-568-2026. If you need to check-in earlier than the listed check-in time for housing, or if you are arriving very late in the evening after check-in hours have ended, please contact Liza and she will be happy to accommodate you by providing an earlier move-in date or by scheduling someone to be available when you arrive.
· Music, Art and Theatre majors are strongly advised to select River Park Housing due to its closeness to the Fine Arts campus in downtown Columbus. To secure River Park Housing you can contact Robin Michelle Peacock by emailing her at peacock_robin@columbusstate.edu or calling 706-641-5011.
· You may also want to visit http://life.columbusstate.edu/index.php  for more information about CSU housing options. 
I encourage you to please e-mail me adamjohnson@columbusstate.edu so that I know when you will be arriving and can respond to any questions you may have before your arrival. I look forward to getting to know you. Please feel free to call or fax me as well.
· REMEMBER! Please contact me by email once you have finalized your travel arrangements. My email address is adamjohnson@columbusstate.edu
Sincerely,

Adam Johnson 
International Student Coordinator 
Center for International Education 
Columbus State University 
4225 University Avenue 
Columbus, GA 31907 
Phone: +1-(706) 565-4037 
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